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WELCOME 
 

Thank you so much for choosing to learn, engage and create at clayArt Studios. We are proud to be 
able to offer you the highest quality ceramic art programs in Toronto and with your enrollment in one 
of our many classes or workshops, you have joined a community of skilled clay artists, both student 
and professional, dedicated to the infinite benefits of creating with clay.   
  
Please take the time to read about us and our policies so that you can make the most of your 
experience here. 
 

*Please note that there are no make up classes! 
Please reread, THERE ARE NO MAKE UP CLASSES! 

 
8 WEEK COURSE STRUCTURE 

 
Week 1 

Beginners: Pinch Pots, Coil Pots 
Slipping & Scoring 

Intermediates: Cylinders on Wheel 
 

Week 2 
Intro to the Potter’s Wheel 

Centering + Cylinders or Bowls 
 

Week 3 
Trimming – By Wheel or by Hand 

Handles – Pulled/Slab 
 

Week 4 
Intro to Slabs  

Using Texture-Fabric, Tools, Stamps, etc. 
 

Week 5 
Glazing 

Bottoms waxed plus ½-1cm up from bottom 
Dipping and Overlapping Colours 

 
Week 6 

Last Day to Throw on the Wheel 
Simple Forms 

 
Week 7 

Last Day to Hand Build – make sure all edges are smooth and pieces are thin enough to dry in time 
Carving 

 
Week 8 
Glazing 

Wax Bottoms recap 
Dipping, Pouring, Brushing or Sponging for Different Effects 

 
 
 



GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

 On the first day of class you will receive a tour of the facility by your Instructor. Details of 
entering/exiting the building, washroom locations, fire extinguishers, first aid kits and a review 
of safety in the studio will be covered. 

 Shelving designations will be assigned and labeled prior to your first class. The class as a 
whole should come up with a symbol for their pieces. You will use this symbol throughout your 
class to identify pieces created. It is important to write your initials with your class symbol on 
each piece so it does not get lost. 

 Your class includes one sleeve of clay. You are responsible for the well-being of your own 
clay, i.e. keeping it closed tightly so it does not dry out and wedging any “reclaim” you wish to 
reuse. Your instructor will give you detailed instructions how to best care for your clay to 
ensure it is kept in workable conditions. If you run out of clay you may purchase a second bag 
from the studio. There is a limit of two bags of clay per student per term. At the end of the term 
any unused clay will be recycled back into the studio. Students are not permitted to take the 
clay home with them. 

 Wear stable, comfortable shoes. Bare feet or feet in sandals can be injured if anything is 
dropped - wear closed toe, slip resistant shoes. 

 Wear comfortable clothing with nothing dangling that can get caught in machinery or in the 
wheels. 

 
STUDIO RULES 

 

 All work needs to be properly labeled, class/member symbol and personal initials. 

 The studio does not reclaim clay. Each student/member is responsible for their own reclaiming. 
We will have storage for clay that is being used. 

 Only clay purchased from the studio will be allowed to be used. 

 Both sinks have a clay trap, but every tool, bowl or wheel splash pan needs to be rinsed 
thoroughly first in the sludge bucket next to the double sink. 

 Please don't let the sludge bucket get filled all the way, once it is close to 3/4 full please let the 
teacher or technician know. 

 Shelves are labeled by the different stages, please respect the order. Shelves are designated 
for different classes and members. 

 All tools, sponges, brushes, containers, etc. are to be washed and put back in designated 
places. This also applies for the plastic, newspapers, glazes and boards.  Keep countertops 
free from clutter. 

 All tools and studio equipment stays in the studio. 

 If you intend to take “work in progress” home, please consult with your instructor or the 
technician to ensure the best way. We have a limited number of boards to lend out. 

 Bisque and glazed pieces must be picked up within two weeks of firing. 

 Be considerate of others sharing the studio and clean up after yourself. This includes tables, 
glazing area, lids on glaze buckets and wheels. 

 Do not eat, drink, or store food in work areas, and wash your hands thoroughly before eating to 
prevent ingestion of metals and other contaminants. 

 Wet-wipe surfaces rather than sweeping or vacuuming. 

 Only closed toe footwear is permitted in the studio. No high heel shoes or flip flops should be 
worn. 

 During inclement weather we advise bringing an indoor pair of shoes to wear during your time 
in the studio. 

 Pets are not allowed inside the studio. 



STUDIO CLEAN-UP 
 

clayArt is a communal studio and we are proud to offer our students and members a clean and safe 
work environment. Clay dust represents a health hazard but is easily curtailed by washing surfaces 
clean and not allowing it to accumulate. Therefore, be respectful of the studio space, and make every 
effort to clean up after yourself.   
 
Details about cleaning up 
 

 You are expected to wash all the areas you have worked in or around. 

 Wheels need to be thoroughly wiped clean after each class, with the pedal placed on the 
wheel table. Stools SHOULD NOT be placed on top of the wheels at the end of class.  

 Ensure the sink is wiped down, both inside and out, and all tools, sponges, and bats returned 
to the appropriate location. 

 If you have used studio tools, stamps, molds etc., please wash, sort and return to the space 
you found them. 

 If tools are borrowed from the kiln room, please make sure they are returned to that space. 

 Use a damp sponge to gather any loose debris on the floor, and dispose of this debris into the 
trash.  DO NOT put large amounts of clay down the drains. It damages the plumbing which is 
very sensitive.  Throwing water and other unwanted clay material should first be poured into 
the “SLUDGE BUCKET”.  Aim to leave the studio space (wheels, tables, etc.) cleaner than you 
found them.  

 
Disposal of clay and materials 
 

 We encourage students to reclaim their clay. Reclaiming clay is the process of re-hydrating or 
drying clay to restore it to a workable state. 

 If your Instructor has not given a demonstration of reclaiming clay, kindly ask to be instructed. 
Reclaiming is an important and valuable part of the ceramic learning experience. 

 Clay that you do not wish to reclaim can be placed in the designated “RECLAIM“ bin. 

 Clay that has been contaminated in any way (with glaze or plaster, dirt and floor debris etc.) 
must be thrown out. 

 Please do not leave unwanted pieces on the shelves. Instead, throw them into designated 
“RECLAIM” or trash bins. 

 
SAFETY PROCEDURES 

 
Silicosis is a form of occupational lung disease by inhalation of crystalline silica dust. Silicosis is a 
progressive, disabling and often fatal lung disease. Silicosis is an irreversible condition with no cure. 
When small silica dust particles are inhaled, they can embed themselves deeply into the tiny alveolar 
sacs and ducts in the lungs where oxygen and carbon dioxide gases are exchanged. There the lungs 
cannot clear out the dust by mucous or coughing. Silica is used in glazes, in making clay bodies and 
in kiln wash. Please follow these rules to keep you and your lungs safe! 
  

 Always use damp sponges or damp mops when cleaning up. 

 Dust masks should be worn when sanding greenware or bisque ware. 

 Gloves should be worn when glazing if you have any open cuts or sores. 

 Absolutely no eating in the glaze, wheel or hand-building areas. 
 
 
 



USEFUL CLASS VOCABULARY 
  

 BAT - A slab or platform on which clay is handled; a circular device attached to the wheel-
head.   

 BISQUE - Unglazed clay, fired at a low temperature. 

 BISQUE FIRING - The process of firing unglazed clay to a low temperature to harden the clay 
and drive the physical water from it. The approximate temperature of this firing is 1815 F. 

 BONE DRY - a state in which clay forms are absent of water molecules and hence the most 
fragile. 

 CLAY BODY - A mixture of different types of clays and minerals for a specific ceramic 
purpose.   

 COILS - Rope like pieces of clay. 

 COIL CONSTRUCTION - Ropes of clay that are stacked to form a wall. This technique is one 
of the most commonly used hand-building methods. 

 FIRE - To heat to a specific temperature in a kiln. Firing is a term used for cooking the clay. 

 FORM - Three-dimensional shape and structure of an object. 

 GLAZE - A glassy coating that has melted and been fused onto a ceramic surface. 

 GLAZE FIRE - Firing to temperature at which glaze melts to form a glasslike surface. 

 GLAZE FIRING - Typically the second firing of a piece of pottery that has been coated with 
glass forming materials. The approximate temperature of this firing is 2300 F. 

 GREENWARE - Unfired clay objects. The drying process will go through stages from when it is 
still visibly damp but has dried enough to handle without deformation (leather-hard) to a final 
bone dry stage before ready for firing. 

 HANDBUILDING - One of the oldest craft techniques in which objects are constructed entirely 
by hand. 

 KILN - Enclosed containers of various sizes- built of refractory bricks and heated by electricity, 
gas, oil, or wood to temperatures from 1500 F to 2340 F in which ceramic ware is fired. 

 LEATHER HARD - Clay that has dried sufficiently to be stiff, but which is still damp enough to 
be joined to other pieces. 

 PLASTICITY - Quality of clay that allows it to be manipulated and still maintain its shape 
without cracking or sagging. 

 PRESS MOLD - A porous form which clay is compressed into, resulting in a repeatable shape 
or texture. 

 UNDERGLAZE - Specially formulated coloured paint applied to greenware or bisqueware, 
then coated with a clear glaze.  

 WEDGING - Method of kneading clay to make it homogenous; ridding the clay of all air 
pockets.  

 SLIP- A slurry of clay and water used as the glue to join clay pieces together. 

 SLUMP MOLD - A form used to support wet clay in the early stages of construction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 


